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• How many hours per season is the field used
for the primary activity?
– 240

• What other activities is the field used for?
– Soccer practices, PE classes

• How many hours is the field used for other
activities?
– 120

• Describe why the field and crew should be considered for Field of the
Year. (1500 words max.)
Warrior Park is a multi-use facility that hosts about 200 events per year.
The field is the home to Covenant Christian HS Baseball. Once the JV/V
season ends in June, travel teams will rent the field for games and
practices. Warrior Park has seen 115-120 baseball events between March
and July the last few years. The outfield also serves as a practice field for
CCHS soccer August-October, as well as physical education classes. The
school has been very supportive financially of the desire to maintain the
fields at a high level. While I do not have a budget that would compare to
that of a professional stadium, I seek to maintain the field at a high level
within the constraints of limited budget and equipment. I focus most of
the budget towards materials, gas, and water to maintain the field. One
thing that greatly hinders the field's ability to host more events is that it
drains poorly due to some flaws in the initial construction. The field is
graded inconsistently at 1/2% from the right field corner to behind third
base. This will lead to portions of the infield being flooded after significant
rains because the water cannot sheet off fast enough. I try to compensate
for this as much as possible through a rigorous and consistent aeration
program, coupled with yearly topdressing with rootzone sand. Regular
edging on the infield and re-grading of the skin help to limit lips that will
hold additional water on the infield skin.

• Describe any outstanding environmental issues your facility has
implemented.(1000 words max.)
A couple of years ago, I switched our fertility program over to 100%
organic. Believing that I might be able to save some cost of product this
year, I swiched to a combination of organic fertilizer and Holganix. While
the results of this switch were still solid, there was a substantial increase
to the amount of application time for me. Due to this time issue, my plan
is to switch back to a fully organic fertilization program next year.

• Does your facility recycle?
– Yes

• What type of items does your facility recycle?
– bottles, paper, cardboard, batteries

• Budget for materials
– $25,000

•

Number of Staff to maintain field
I am the primary maintenance person for the field. Maintanance does provide
workers to trim along the fence as needed or to help provide technical assistance if
I am struggling with a piece of equipment. I will hire out deep aeration,
topdressing, and rolling of the fields. Other than that, I do all of the work in-house.

•

Turf

– Type of Turf Blend of KBG/Perennial Rye
Cutting Height 1.5“

•

Type of infield mix (if applicable)

– Mixture of several products (Shelby Materials, Mar Mound, Red Top, Dura Edge Pro) which has
resulted in a mix that is categorized as a sandy loam with a .86 silt to clay ratio.

•

Water used during season (gallons) - average over last three years
– 1.3 million gallons per year.

•

Irrigation
– Yes

•

Type of irrigation

– In ground, Toro system with predominately RainBird rotors (in process of switching all heads).

• Describe fertilizer program:
For the last few years, I have primarily used a fully
organic fertilizer program comprised of Nature Safe products
(10-2-8, 12-2-6). This year, I switched to a combination of
Nature Safe and Holganix, hoping that the use of Holganix
would help cut down on the amount of fertilizer I was using,
and hopefully be able to cut costs. While I was able to cut
down on the amount of fertilizer that I applied this year, due
to the amount of additional applications to spray Holganix and
the limited equipment I utilize to apply it, I am leaning back
towards not using Holganix next year. I planned for .5# of
N/1000 each month of the growing season this year, cutting
back from a full # of N/1000/month in previous years. Athletic
Field Log for 2012-13 and 2013-14 is attached.
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• Describe pesticide program (1000 words or attach as a PDF)
I seek to limit the use of pesticides as much as possible in my
maintenance program. One of the reasons to experiment with
Holganix this year was to limit the use of fungicides and herbicides
as much as possible. The use of herbicides is limited to spot
spraying for nutsedge in the summer, possibly one broadleaf
application per year. I also experimented with the use of Tenacity to
control poa. Due to the onset of early cold temperatures here in the
fall, I was only able to make three of the five applications of
Tenacity that I had planned. It did seem to limit the poa, but it did
not eliminate it. I have moved from a reactionary application of
fungicides in the past to more of a preventative application
schedule, to better maintain cool-season turf at a lower mowing
height. I only use this during the high disease pressure times of the
summer heat. The only insecticides that I utilize is one preventative
app/year to limit grub infestatation. Field log of applications
attached.

• Describe your cultural practices program (1000 words or attach as
a PDF)
I have sought to be aggressive in aerating on a monthly schedule.
Limited hours and equipment keep me from cultivation more often.
I did find this year that our limited equipment had led to a hardpan
layer just below the reach of our Aerovator. I did employ a
contractor to aerate deeper than I had the capacity to do, with solid
tines and pulling cores at different times. This changing of types of
aeration will need to be incorporated more in the future.
• How does your agronomic program impact the environment?
(1500 words or less)
I feel that while a high quality natural turf field does have
enviromental impacts such as water and chemical usage, as well as
regular mowing with gas-powered equipment, the benefits of
carbon replacement from the natural turf greatly outweighs the
negative impact. My goal is to aggressively cultivate the field on a
regular basis in order that it will grow stronger with less water and
fertilizers, as well as stand up to additional wear and traffic.

•

Do you have a safety plan?
– Yes

• Do you perform routine building and site safety inspections
– Yes

• Do you conduct safety training classes with your staff
– Yes

• How often do you conduct safety training classes with your staff
– Annually

• Describe your efforts to reduce inputs to your facility and things to help
with the environmental im...

As mentioned earlier, I sought to use Holganix to cut the use of fertilizers and
fungicides. I am also looking to utilize warm-season grasses for future projects that
may lead to reduced fungicide usage in the summer months. I also see aggressive
aeration and cultivation as a significant part of strengthening natural turf fields
and their root systems, thereby leading to reduced water usage. Over the last
three years, I have been slowly replacing all of the rotors in our irrigation system as
our budget and time allows. I started this process to combat uneven water
coverage, which had led to watering heavier than some areas needed in order to
compensate for other areas, or having to spot water to hit those spots.
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